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I hope some of this invites us into self-inquiry and inspires us, as many of us are
fatigued in trying to converse with the political other, now more than ever. More often
than not, it hasn’t gone well. The country is burning and we are worried, scared,
fatigued, and angry. Perhaps we are closed at a time that we need to be open the most.
Even for those of us trained and experienced in these matters, it’s hard to stay in touch
with the type of long-haul process required in order to make contact across seemingly
insurmountable divides.

We will conclude with the example of Daryl Davis, another brave soul who held
his positions, but also related across seemingly un-crossable chasms, with dramatic

outcomes. Let’s watch the video together to bring these words to new life:

As Conor Friedersdorf notes in his 2015 piece in the Atlantic — “The Audacity of

Talking about Race with the Ku Klux Klan. Can Conversation help end bigotry?":
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“What Davis did makes a lot of people uneasy even when they fully grasp his
intentions. I'm a relatively radical proponent of public discourse who respects
his motives... and his results ... and it still makes me uneasy. But one needn't
agree with the decision to engage literal Klansmen (or minimize the good work
done by the NAACP) to conclude that if conversation has changed the minds of
multiple leaders of what is arguably the most hateful group in American
history, it could probably do... good in... less-extreme cases... I have some
disagreements with Davis. This isn't the place for them. He should have us
convinced, beyond... doubt, that conversation has a place in the anti-racism tool

kit. [He’s certainly] struck more blows against racism than I ever have.”

So, am I arguing for each of us to outreach the local KKK, neo-Nazis, or Trump
supporters? Of course not. I do think it’s a less ridiculous idea than it sounds and people
such as Daryl Davis, Arno Michaelis, Pardeep Singh Kaleka, Christian Picciolini, Derek
Black, Matthew Stevenson prove what can come of this. Less ambitiously, we can all be
mindful of how we hold the political, even hateful other. How we hold and converse
about the other matters, even in their absence. When we totalize, this radiates outward
and contributes to a polarizing field, leaving us with chasms too large to bridge, in order
for substantial healing and transformation to occur. In contrast, as hermeneutically-
minded individuals, we see through the dark, toxic veneer that the other has something
they seek to express. We realize that by making contact with this, by thoughtfully
challenging anything less than this, we contribute to the healing we are so desperate for

and which in turn is in our reach.
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Image 15 Derek Black and President Obama.

Khenu Gunmohit Singh (U.S.) is an analyst member of the C.G. Jung Institute of
San Francisco. He is a former assistant clinical professor with the Department of
Psychiatry at the University of California, San Francisco. In addition to private practice
in Berkeley, California, he works as a psychiatrist-analyst at Santa Rita Jail, as part of
Alameda County’s Behavioral Health Care Services. He has published papers and
presented on a variety of topics, including musical and non-verbal dimensions of the
clinical exchange; Indian emotion theory, alchemical and aesthetic traditions; and what
hermeneutic philosophy and contemporary psychoanalysis might offer in the struggle to

engage across various divisions.
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Additional Resources

Organizations:

https://www.giftofourwounds.com/serve2unite

https://www lifeafterhate.org/about-us-page

Articles:

https://www.deseret.com/indepth/2020/7/13/21292134 /racism-prejudice-white-

supremacist-daryl-davis-conversion-change-conversation (good video)

https://www.cbe.ca/news/thenational /white-supremacist-sikh-friendship-fi

hate-1.5107715 (good video)

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/03/the-audacity-of-talking-about-

race-with-the-klu-klux-klan/388733/

https://www.npr.org/2018/09/24/651052970/how-a-rising-star-of-white-nationalism-

broke-free-from-the-movement

https://www.vice.com/en/article/3kedsw/i-saved-my-schools-notorious-racist-from-

white-nationalism

Film:
“Accidental Courtesy — Daryl Davis, Race and America:”

https://accidentalcourtesy.com

“Healing From Hate — Battle for the Soul of a Nation:”

https://www.healingfromhatefilm.com
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